m Again . I¢ was 80
much fug fo think yp
the Story of The |Wild
Chrfd a8 Eeindeer, that
1'd fike to tell you aff
| abott /i#.ThHe best part
wasd drawing the. pictures.
But, in arder to draw

them, T had +o do a lot
of hdrd work. I think

M was worth . T
\f‘? ape you thirtk 5o teo.

.E”lﬂ'r J'fr,&f,g to iE'_,-‘r.-"I gﬂ.'&"_ ﬂ:&ﬂ.{,ﬂf 1705

booK by answering some of

£he good GUEstions ou'Ve
asked me w7 Yyour jeters. 4}}“\;

How dhd you think up #he =3,
idea tor yowr book? % T

Zﬁe Wiitd Christmas E@r’ﬁdﬁpr ragar? Wil an 1gea about a p!ﬂfﬁj e
North Pole . I pictured Santa Clads as a foy marRer - who loves Lo
mare beautful things forehildren, just childrer . The legend of £/7e
elves aould have spring from p“’é'ﬂ;fe who onee. really evisted .

T imagrried fhat a simall group of €VES gurlived b 1HIS Secretplace.

7t's edtled Santa’s Wrrtderfarny -1 drew # For you below-

&

St e MRENIC i?&

LRy

-
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ﬁ;wdﬂ TN
thinku 'HJEF RO AT
story parts o

When I started thinking abouf the North Pole, T couldmt wait fo draw éhe
ramndeer, I fove animals .and ['ve noticed if ol [ove your Subject,
arid are intrigued by it . those feelings show tn your drawmigs.”

I warited reindeer o be Importane in my story . I gsked. myself, *lWhat
(F Santa asked an el #o get #he reindeer Teqdy to £y on Chrst mias 7

At the same time +hat I was wonderihg what Could happen +o reindeer;
was having a bothersome time with my horse, Westy ' esty isn ¢ perfect,
and I was trying hard o make him obéy. T noticed #hat if T was angry
with him and lost my temper, éhings :wf&régﬂf worse - Sut , if I ook @
deep breath and spoke calmly, he would listen +o me - Then, together we
could improve.

W i mu mind. tohen Sarta asked +the elf il fo help wiih 1he.
ge?;%ﬂ;%r? Yhe f-?efj‘ly %Ef-ne things eould happen +o hek : - o i

i A i

Every story must have a beginnirig, middje and end. In my baoks, Some. -
thing will “happen +haf will Ehange <hings. In The Midien it (s g sneeza.
pibe Wild Christmas Keihdesr , the eif giFf stops bossing ard staris
eipmg In my new book, Berlipz the Bear, the event fHat eharges
everything 1§ a gian+ bee sting.

Page 2 of 6
Next Page
Home Page

Click herefor afree subscription to janbrett.com
© Jan Brett 1996-2001



http://www.janbrett.com/index.html
http://www.janbrett.com/list/subscribe.htm

- = ., L E
b A T T

'-':. g = o
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. The. Carbou. St
;ﬂ I sale il Mairne %
My had shed fheir

e wnite. Falted dear,
Wamd || doth male and female

e " have antlieris =1

s

{res ! T4 you m ry special person who doesm’t falk
a fot- but’ £hinks a great cleal. TF you rmear a perfor
whe s symall h zize, and veryatflesic. The elf T Roow
enchants everyoné around hef, and has a magic way
i fth anirrials,

—

7 quess 1 have 4o admit my mode/ #or Teeka i& a real girl.

I showed Natalie my siorg, and she agreed “o act et alf
the parts while I skétehed” her, ook photographs and watched
#he way she did things. T wanted you-o believe jn my
charpeter, and to care what happened o helr”

= S

When T qot 7o know Natalie, my story changed. Gt first, dhe
eif qirt das fmpatient and angry wifl) fhe reingeers G
natalie wasmé like 4haf. T changeq the pook chargorel 50
Fhat she just 1res 4po hard [nsiead of beirg miad- MY :
character became thoughiful and delermined like Natalre.

==

e

i

R S R SRR R LT

.

e i

i

Tn real i, Natalie has Jeng hair. When she came 4o visid, her
halrwent down her back in gracefil curls - hen I Showed m
drawings of hervfo my editor, Wargaret , she said she fooke
| oo middery . T deeided o eut and tufE her hair, bilf eoly
| inthe pietures . She jeoRs ever) ”'_?E'ff e
! - BENF Honir SEory Wit
@%&%Eipr;’%gﬂj_iﬂfﬂj%ﬁi 7 T4's wonderful!
i VRN 4o bave somecne
gy you $ruliErs help
\ Yol With goul®
wierle, Ther 1
has the chana |§
To berorie |
44 ever) bedter |3

’

{{{fﬂf.-{{{E{f{ﬂﬂi’ﬂ{{{'ﬁﬁa{{iﬂi{ﬂ{tﬂ{{{{\a [ 4 e
' mﬂ{{:{{{{{rﬂk

-

I —

)

N

[ ,._@

My editer Margaret qies good advice

= = = = =
e e

7 77y book begins,® Tecka was e, b
e Sangd a G EHE afraid . That's exactly howy L

== oy

-
il

have feft every-time Ive dong anythird

2 i II:::\-:I:}‘Eirji-ﬁl.{;l-"E'. % Fook _s.'
Lo Al N

- =R i
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T the porders iy

of my book, you
G SEE FAE days
siip by as Teekda
Works wifh the ”
|

rerficdear:

\
"]
;
1 L
£
.
,

A g '._.- . I
o7 Did you go o A

5! far away place
1. for ideas?

-

__/’_:,rh'-

| P
i We wenf To j ' :
Norway i : o
: N |
~ Eoceouosveossiviioa oo el
= 2 I remermber;, we were driving
T high in the mountains when we
e saw this Stave cnurch. T was
! R snowis and blegk, Then we saw
A Fhis Burlding, TF was gwedome .
T 7t fooked mysteriogs and
A Sl s ioal af Fhe same fime.

{ hepe you can See the Similarities between
Phis 800 yeqr old structute and fhe
reindeer barn.

I went 4o folk museums [n Norway. I
Saw Sleighs, clocks spoons, harnesses
and Blankets, all mdde tith beautifu/
designs. T fried fo Show how [ felt about
Fheir bealfi when I drew fhe workshops.

u@ 2/ A ik 5
' .:'=-' T ? -n_-
/ =, l. ¥ s, l':"=:-'ii:lh -\..? ;
~ X ".' .a wl
cfesign frorn Telermari sn an aprod

' Eamefha'ﬂg has always made me curious. lfou ean find out whats

inside eath workshop by fooking in the borders of the book.
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Learning abaut animals prakes egch r Iy %ﬁ
book inferesting, never boring. In i o

?F{.I"EP fo éréafe -ﬁ-"ﬂ'f .l"‘-fJ'ﬁﬂ'EEJ;? characters
wanted fo see the real thing. ! dine “ fa
My husband, Jee, and T went fo See ﬁ,ﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬂzﬁé};

cdribou fhar SCENtis were ; _
g At , ; - s antlers
studying a¢ the University of Maine. N4l Py SOTTO0US A7
SR N Sl e oy . i .:;- . .-- %4
B e s e M T TRk
e v . 22 ng = _:_..r_:_. i ,'i‘; -"'h." 5
e gl A AR N
2 i Y %W“E““E;'ié';ﬁ%ﬁ
T : A R T, o SEE
- g N
Ll G
...:. ,li I.- : o .,_..r-'E' ; :I:.':,i; "'J_ IWII.Ir.. -I
g L cariboy of North _ﬁ}mfﬁfﬂﬂjgnd
*t:*--‘ remndeer Zhat five in Europé

are varietes of the samé
anonal.

[ was really worried +hat T wouldn't be able #o get clase enough
7o TRE Cariboy. IR miy book, T would nedd fo Rnow what a reifdeer
fummy looked like, and the boitom of #heir hoovas beeause £
shaw Lichen upside dewnl. Best of all, 7 wanted fo imagine how
a. Feindeer would feel o hug. Would he be Huffy or STrafchy,
Friendly or aloof ?

When the day came  wmy hopes of getting elose 4o the caribou.
Sank. In e’ Hirst penivas a white-failed deer. dithough f
was tame. it pounded off and Ard af our first quick moveiment .
In the second pen was a moose . We digmt have a phance +o
Find out what she was ke . The Seientist hurried us

through because she jooked eranRy .

But when the seientist opened the door to S\
the third penl  fwo hapey caribou -
carne barreling aver, Théy acted like

puppfes. One warited fo eat’my porm-pom .
“They both nuzzled us.

The problern was not getting clase 4o
e caribot, fhe problernt was getting
far enoygh away so that all my
photos didn't look like this —
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The reindeer names in The Wild Christmas Reindeer are not the traditional ones.
1 rerpemmber reading ghowd Dancer, Francer;, Dondér and Vixen, Cupid and Comet,
,gfs{@'g?e;} e:uj.:f Blrtzepn “in Cleyment Clarke Moore's famoud poent v A \Visit flrom

- Nicrralgs. "

I foit that although Santa Claus 73 immortal, the reindeer may not be They
would have. grown 100 ofd fo pull the sjleigh. The flying reindecrin iy book are
the great-gréaf grandchildren of fthe famous ones rom one hund red tears a jg -
Jee ¥ you fanl fivid a portrait of their ancegtors in+he reindeer harn. (145 Sma ')

T, i =3 ~7 i

A . &= - TR B N e o %C A E:r""‘“d“f
I# was enjoyable naming +he reindeerin my book.and giving therm personalities.
For examp?e, Tandra Sées pimseif as the noble jeader. He aiso likes being First .
dnawpall is always hungry. He's pure white and ehubby So s name =7¢s. Crag
jriees 7o Stand alone The others call him *Crab’ if hes too grumpy - The dark,
mysterious one is Twiight. Look for big,soff, brown eyes Lo find Heather She 1§
edsily afmg itenad. Bramble 5 nameéd for theShape of fis antlers. Wrindswept 13
always getling carmed away and forgetting o stop.7he eighth reindeei is
calléd Zichen afier the mossy looRing markings on his Coat.
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