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The firrt Hime I went fo Texas I saw armadilior everywheres I became
curious and grked about them. One Jexan laughingly told me that one fime in her
Flower garden a 'dillo came moseying along and bumped smack inio her fenniJs
shaes, Tthought, " I she had been wedring cowboy boots. the armadillo might have
misiaken them fora relafive’That wars fthe péginming of Armadilio Rodes T also
admire the unbrialed enthusiam of Texars. No challange is big enough » Bo, fhe
armadiflc character i my book, is just ke Hral.

When T visited Houston, Dallas Tyier San dnionic, Ford Worth and Agvsitim, [
enjoyed passing the fime spotting Randsome cowbaoy boots. I minspired by the
arivstry and imagination of 7heir featherivork, a
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L forihelr Wondrous pirik cotor Biuebonnats, red palintbrush es pink
phiox, yellow darses and claret cups make e countryside

Jook ke a colordi ! quilt. The hill country, &5 this pard of Texds /15

called seemed [ike a fascinaiing place to seéf Bo,the armadi/io s

Story. We visited the historic fown of fredericksburg. Its limestone,and

fog houses and barns made mé feal I knéw Justthe Curly H

ranch would look. Native Americans, German Settlérs, and cowboys

have alf mage their homes there 1oo. iy R
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Everytime Joe and I stopped 7osee a live oak, a prickly pear ora
creek that looked like it couia be Bo’s home, @ passerby woiid sfop and
gy, ‘3/’.:?:'? neeq Bl help? " we found people are Blways réady 1o Stop

and be neighbory,
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The nine-banded armadilio ix an animal thatis unigee , adapiable,
CORICa), Fragiie fough. oda-looking and fun fo draw. I hope youl
share my appreciation of this animal found only in the Americas.

Armadilios are not desert animals fike I st thaught They make
Fheir homes i warm climates with diggabie Soi), where theres water
PEardYy . Armadiiios love 70 et insoels and thelr closest relalives
qre aniéaiers and sloths They cannol see very wel, but fhey make dp
7B TACS with acute hearing sense of smell and g uick refiexes Armadillos *ﬂ __
Earup 70 19,000 ANFS in one meayand /58y can sense an eqarifiworm &3
L undergronnd. Thelr jong 7oenalls and muscy/ar /g Gre just right £
for {astas-a-+lash digging . Not only does their leathery shell profect #rem,
LAt armaadilior can iedp up Yo 3 Feel I e Qi WAIK dndEr watel Swim NS
orag their way out of danger. > e
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I was fascinated ¥o learn that armadilios always have Four pups and f
Phey Gre either four boys or four giris Q

Now you know why my book character, Bo,conld mistake boois for
another armadilio, Jump 0010 a ponyls back, and why fhe s Hiree

brothers. o,
/ ATk i /? The nine-banded armadiliors
range has expanded fo inelide
Many of our Southersn siares.
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Hlustrating children’s books always seems like o big {E
A gaventure because as an artist 1 must explore and give 4
1 though? 1o my subject, I fried 4o get a 1eel of the country and 7

N #imes Bo fives in. Joé and I weére more frlented at fasting

ek e Bar-b-gue than line dancing, but we had a grand e at7he YR
Broken Spoke, and Dance. ACross TEXAS, 11 Austr.Our most memorable Y

going o ourfirst rodeo—it fopped everything ! @ ZA
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The Combel] Rodeo and bull riding school §
n Mansfield Texas gave us our unforgetiable)
Arst experrence &t drooeo.

frst came +he pageantry of #he grand
2ntry. Cowboys, cowgirls and cowkids most on
horseback rode behind mounied fiagbearer.
Horses gleamed, fack sparkled and the
exclifement grew as just about evéryone in the
avdrence had @ friend, chilg) mommy or T'm giad [ ook F;E,aggﬁﬁw
daddy inthe arena.Thete was one rmule. Sesause I SHdit st 1 s
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Toe and I saw bareback brone tding (g aspi Isaddie brone riding (yikes:) 1
eaifraping (wWow:™), feam roping Cawesomer?) barrel racing (whoa! ) steer
Fiding Chears-pounding!”) and bullriding. Bullriding was what I faq been
waiting my whole lifeda see and didnt know it. Al the mythology. iegend
and hearsay about bullriding iS5 frue. Noose /s more convineing rhan a
mad bull who does nof want a cowboy on s back. I Aavé
never felt the compulision 7o both fook and look auwey while wartching
as s event ook place The bull fHgiiers dressed 45 clowns, #h#e cowboys’
Comrades, the gate men. the aniotncer and the lady cow whe helped
motivate the buil fo leave 1he arenc made e three ring circus seei quier.

The pext duly 440 our family  went \F0 Brescott Arizonato doit allagainty
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Offen a storytelier will give human ways fz their )
animal characiers and 1hat 15 what I dic wi#h Bo lou
\ couldsqy I anthropororphized an armadilip. I yoy
" Jeam this word with e . anthiropomorphic | for 15e
rest of your 11e yoy will know how fo deseribe an animal
hnt has been given peaple-hike ways. Can yoy guess +h¢
names of #hese Famous anthropomorphized animals?
- g bull that ikés o snifFHowers
- g rabbit that foses his blue jackef
. gn elephant that wears 4 crowy
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In my newsnotes T ke fo acknow/ledge the
children and animals wha inspired my book
characters. I based my idear 1or miy
Harmony Jean charac teron Emily Larsen,
a girl who rides at the sgme barn 1 db,
River Wind Farm. T fried #o remember
Emilys specin/ featurés when 1 drew
Harmony Jear. Here 1s d photo of
Emily riding westers style af g
Fanch our West.
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Did you notice the handsome pinto, Spotlight m #is book? He's
areql horse +hat lives at River Wind #arm. He wouid probably buck if an
armedillo hrirhad on 4o Ris fail andclimped on his bac&'; itts G,*?{g/

naturalNormally he has perfect manners and pus wor many blue
ribbons for jumping fences. g T
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