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cleckbridge, Wlaisachuiebts

When [ was little, | couldn’t wail for Christmas hecanse il meant Loys! There wasn'l G
anything mora fun and mystericus than tiptocing dodmstairs with oy sisters to see 3 LR

bulging steckings. Giving aifts to others was just as fun because we could pick out the \

i,

presents ourselves, or even better, make them, The Night Before Christmas is oy
present o you, Most of my books come from my imagination, bul ilustrating Moore's
poem is an enthusiasiico responge 1o all the children and risnds that suggested it i
For a lorng time, [ coaldi’t find a way to illustrate The MNight Before Christmas 35

because the line *, .all through the house, not a creature was stining, not even a i
mose,” slonped me. T love deawing “creatures” and sl thing, right al the hegining,
Clemnont Moore weols thal not one was stireing!

ione night. laying in bed, an idea came. Mo creature was stirring inside the house,

" but what about cutside? [t was if a door opened up in my imagination, and [ konew

F how | could share the creativity with, Clemonl Moore, Teo elves would stow away in

|' Santa’s Sleigh. While Santa does his Christmas work, the elves would bave a grand

'11.1. time with all the toys up on the rool, ride the reindesr. and play, play. play!
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s dananting (o iNastrace & poon as famous as The Might Before
Christmas. Clemont Moore weole il on Christmas Eve lor his 4
children, When it was printed in a newspaper, The Teoy Sentinel, in
1825, readers clipped it oul and saved it to read to their children. St.
MNiclk was patternaed alter a cheory, chubby Dutchman whe worlied in
the Moore's neighborhood. Our summer home is a cabin in the
Berkshirs Hills of Massachuselts - down the valley lies Stockbridae,
the town [ choose [or the selling of my book. Slockbridge’s Main
Streel is familiar to many of us becavse il was home Lo Norman
Fockwell, America’s most loved Qlustrater. He painded nol just
Stackbridge, but the people in it and [ was nspired by the tradition.
The [mily in my book s my sister’s family and it o visit
Stockbridge vou will first recognize the scene rom Rockwell's
painting and then vouw see how [ tacled i in the dedication page of
my book.

I yona take a summer rip (o New England vou might like to visit
the Berlzhires, You can hear the Goston Svmphony al Tanglowond,
where my husband Joe plays. visit the new Nonnan Roclowell
Musgeum, hilee he Appalachian Trail and have an ice crean cone on
Main Slreet Stockbeidge 1o Lop il oflL I you do, be sure and look for
the “dod & cat” funiain across [rom the Red Lion Inn? 1L is one of
my favoriie landmarls.
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Marny of the tovs children playved with in Clemont Moore's Lime would look
unfamiliar to us today; hoops, China-headed dolls or a ball on a stick for example, |
painted old fashioned lovs in my bool, but T set vy version of the poem in a later
time s0 1 could include some of my favorite toys too, My sister Jeannie received a
Steiff stuffed animal for Christmas every vear. She has lovingly kept them for her
children to play with, and when the children open their copy of the book. thevll see
some ol “their” stulfed animals. One of my daughter Lia's favorite toys is a tin wind
up snail. See il you can find it There Is alse a very old Teddy Bear named “Muzzle”
pictured. He belonged to my Uncle Bill. I used 1o sce him when T visited sy
Grandmother Baba, who kept Muzzle after Bill grew up. Although he has always had
a dignilied spol, in my bock, he's tumbling through the alr as Santa magically
whistles everyone and everyihing back on board his sleigh. Do you think vou could
write a story aboul one of vour Tavorile Loys?

Did vou know that Teddy Hears arce a relatively new toy?
Our 26Lh President, Theodore RHoasevell received much
nolice in the newspapers when he refused to shoot a
teapped bear while on a hunting trip. His actions caught
the public's fancy and the “Teddy” Bear was eresled.
“Teddy”™ is a nickname [or Theodore and the Teddy Bear.
Walk inta almost any toy store and you will find a
“Teddy™ Bearl
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