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Hi evervbody!

When I was little and read the story
of the Gingerbread boy, I wanted o
jump into the book and save him from
being caten up by the crafly fox.

Read on, and I'll tell vou all about
how | chamged his story in my version
of this folk tale.
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I dﬂﬂlﬂ&d to {llustrate the story and add ‘a’
. & twist to the tale. @
" Children often solve problems in ways
no'one else can. In my story Matti finds
a way to bring the Gingerbread Baby .
home ALIVE! Mattd was inspired by a
real-life boy named- Alexander who is
.. also creative and alivays looks as if he
Fe % has a plan! His mom makes intricate,
i colorful candy sculptures and seeing
them gave me ideas tool

I.lpve to make cookies! In most cookie cookbooks
yvou'll find a recipe for Springerle; pale anise-
flavored cookles pressed into wooden molds. In
the old days, great-care was. taken when canrlng
fanciful designs.

The pale cookies you see in the burders nf Iy 't}m:rk are my own designs,
inspired by a collection of antique European molds. Some da}rs my house
smelled like the gingerbread | neeﬂed tr.: sketch.

“ 1 Bome folks ‘use inedible dough to i
create decorations. fmm 1'_111: m-:lds
M:.r house smelled Ill-:e anise spice when
I baked Springerie cookies.

Cookic mold designs come inan
amazing variety!
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’ [ wenl Lo the Swiss village of Zermatt to get A “‘*;a '
( v ideas for my book. That's why you'll see /g .-':L, ,,.;
Swiss goals in the barn and a Swiss dog <" j §
; pullirg a milkearlt. The Bernese Mountain
| dog is modeled alter Tory, a dog who went Lo
| schocl every day wilh her [riend, a wonderful 1A 1
| teacher named Shelley, i -
} See il you can find a page in Gingerbread
' Babvy thal has colorful shields pressed inlo Lhe
Springerle dough. They represent the 25 can-
tons [or districts) of Switzerland.
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l‘lﬂU.EE:S in E::rmdl_l are made [rom |r }
timber and have slab stone roofs.

Stumped [or a fun gill idea? Hedgie
suggests a baskel conlaining Gingerbread
Bahy, a cookie cookbook and a big wooden
spoon all wrapped in red and while cloth
(the colors of the Swiss lag)
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A saurce for replicas of antigue cookie presses is:
The-House-on-the-Hill, Post Office Box 70103; Villa
Park, IL 60181
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' planning some fun props (o help you creatle
\ a play from Gingerbread Baby, You'll see
Lthe pizces ol a gingerbread housc that

} vou can download, slick to foam core or
< cardboard and assemble to make your

W own cozy home lor vour Gingerbread
} Baby. Youwll also find play masks for the
-
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} My gift to you! It's on the Internet!
Hedgie and | spent long hours painting and " #
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J dilferent characters in the book and vour very own Gmgerbread Bab}r

—

= are——
e

||‘ o - -

'invﬁ.va , nvavﬁvnvv Y

e ———

BAVAVA V_A’Vﬂ\fﬂﬁfﬁh’ﬁv

*C
?
<l
>

Home Page

Click here for afree subscription to janbrett.com
© Jan Brett 1996-2001



http://www.janbrett.com/index.html
http://www.janbrett.com/list/subscribe.htm

